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© Victnam,” Sen. Willilam Proxmire declared last week.

» wili of the North Vietnamese people.” Furthermore, he
* pointed out, Hanoi and the Viet Cong are making statements -

- and gestures which poasxbn/ mdxc.ﬂe their readiness to enter
- negotiations,

¢ February of 1966 he presenied {o the Scnate a detailed -
¢ analysis of the social evils in South Vietnam that had
¢ sparked the Viet Cong rebeilion. e upheld US. military
" inlervention as “‘a tragic but essential action” but he wanted -
¢ it accompanied by “a far more ambitious job of schooling, }
© health and land reform.”

" and other social programs remain virtual pipe dreams, de-’
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: by ALFRED MAUKD
i CAPITAL TlMEQ WAGHINGTON CORRESPONIENT ,
Proxmire’s War. ’was ;

T TASHINGTON="]t is time we gave far greater con--
N sideration to the suspension of bombing of North

U.S, air attacks ‘“have suuwthcned not weakened the

1t we siop the hombing of the Nerth and ihe search-and~
:.‘m.uy operations in the Souih, this might create an ate
tansphere suitable for peace talks, he said.

' Proxmire conceded there was a risk invelved, but he -

‘thought it & risk worth taking. Move and more membcrq ‘
of the Scnate are coming 1o agree with this view, he said

‘dnd he nogcd “the President would soon lean {oward such a |

policy.”

"The Wisconsin ‘senalor was an carly supporter of the air
stlacks and the stepped-up U.S. ground assaults, Then in

“What & bioodless victory awaits a really vigorous and

adequate land reforim program o4 our part, ” he said at that
time.

In the year since he pr CanLCd his findings, U.S. {roops 1
lisve grown from 180,000 to more than 400,000, Land reform |

spite the hig talk at Honolulu and Manila by President John-
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Proxmire now fecls that the American wmiilitary role is ,

. “arguable.” it could hbe, algucd,_nc said, _that unless we i

reduce the Viel Cong uavugh shedr military capacity, South'- ‘,
Vietnam won't have the opportunity fo build a decent, work- |

cffort might bring about a like responsce and creale an al- |

. _the SAME WAY.

: able sociely. On the other hand, “moederating the military - N

mosphere of frust m which civil governmon( could fuuction ,! :

mth some succcﬂ
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‘He is (.mpham. in his contention that the present govern-

_ment in Saigon, coming mainly from the landlord class, is -

not interested in promoting the welfare of the peasantry.

“port,” he said, “We have strong bargaining power.”
But he conceded that—as a result of Johnson's embiace:
of Air Marshal Ky and other instances of fulsome praise "

from high Administration sources—the Sangon regime has
bargaining power of its own.

Iz

“We ought fo insist on it as the price of American sup-»'

P'roxmire- was not disturbed by the recent 9traicg|c do--

cision to take the bulk of the South Vietnamese Army off -

the firing line and assign them to “pacification” and “revo-

lunondry development” chores. in the villages. This was”

logical, he feit, because they are “the same kind of pcoplc
with the same language.”

But again, he feared thal the Saigon leadership won't be

up to the task. “What I would like to sce in Vietnam are far, .

Hore Awericans of (he Peace Corps- uf)e - h,mmuans,.
health wnrkers with & broad social outlook,

?hmu‘, ) Roveahnn M@mm"’ .

TNITED NATIONS Secretary General U Thant recently

held an off-the-record meeting with a group of Ameri-
Can women peace leaders. Here is an account of what
r anspired:

The women found Thant{ very much deterwined tn he a
mediator in the Vietnam war—and, in that role, he Is exeri-
{ng uimost pressure on both sldes to modify their positions
§0 as 10 reach a scitlement.

He described to them the hard paradox he was up against.
The North Viethamese declare they will not enter negotia-

L tions hut. he said, they are holding discussions with U. S,
‘Tepresentalives.

[_.

On the other hand, the .S, proclaims its recadiness to

talk peace at any time—hut when seeret negotiations sfart

|- showing some sign of pmmmc, the U 3. escalates ils mili-

tary attdck.

For example, he sald, sccrct falks were going very well in
Algeria in mid-December, until American planes bomhed the
city of Hanol.

A Thant aide, interjected at this pmnt “That's why some
of us vall it !ho\CIA.smr'"

On’the plus §ide, Thant voiced high praise for U, §. Am-
bassador Arthur Coldbcrg, declaring “he and 1 see things
" Rub the women jpeace workers were not
mmn"o(o]v reassuted, Although they judgcd Thant tn be

“yory much with it and a real aperator,” they didn't know
if he realized how much the Adniinistration Jimited and
undercut Goldberg's authorily,
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